
 
 

 
 

LIBRARY EVENTS AND PRESENTERS POLICY 
 
 
Purpose 
 
In alignment with the Strategic Plan, Washoe County Library System is committed to 
providing the public with opportunities for arts, cultural and educational enrichment and 
engagement through library events.  
 
Subject to all applicable laws and library policies, the Library System’s meeting rooms 
are available for the lawful activities of all individuals or groups and must be free and 
open to the public. Events taking place within Library facilities are not endorsed or 
sponsored by Library staff or the Library Board of Trustees except as indicated below. 
 
Foundations for Policy 
 
Article I of the Library Bill of Rights states, “Books and other library resources should be 
provided for the interest, information and enlightenment of all of the people of the 
community the library serves.” 
 
Reaffirmed in 2000, the ALA interpretation of Article I states, “Library-initiated programs 
are a library resource and as such are developed in accordance with written guidelines.” 
 
The ALA Code of Ethics states in Article VI “We do not advance private interests at the 
expense of library users, colleagues or our employing institutions.” 
 
There are two basic types of library events: 
 
Library-initiated events: Those events that are initiated by the Library.  
 
Library-cooperative events: Those events that result from an individual or 
organization approaching the Library. The Library may partner with other agencies, 
organizations, institutions or individuals.  
 
Library-cooperative events must meet these criteria: 

• In alignment with the Strategic Plan and at the discretion of the Youth Services 
and Library Events Team, the presenter must demonstrate knowledge, 
expertise, and experience in the particular subject matter. 

• The desired dates for presentation must be acceptable to the Library.  
• Resources required, including publicity and corresponding collateral may be 

shared and will be agreed upon well in advance of the event.  
• The Library will provide the opportunity to present differing viewpoints. Each 

presenting group will have equal access and equal rights. 
 



Library-initiated or library-cooperative special events 
 
Special events may include sales of goods per Washoe County Code 80.520: Soliciting 
on county property. Such sales must be pre-approved by the Library Administration 
upon the recommendation of the Youth Services and Library Events Team. 

Approval process for library-initiated or library-cooperative events: 
 
The Youth Services and Library Events Team may review requests for fee-based 
events on a case-by-case basis. Fee-based events will be an agreed upon flat fee. 
 
The Youth Services and Library Events Team has discretion to decide if a particular 
event meets the criteria of a library-initiated or cooperative event. If the Team declines a 
proposal, the event representatives have the right to appeal the decision to the Library 
Director or his/her designee. If Library Administration denies an appeal, a subsequent 
appeal may be taken to the Library Board of Trustees. 
 
All other users of meeting rooms must follow the Meeting Rooms Policy. 
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